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Symantec NetBackup Continues to Stand Apart from CommVault Simpana
in Appliance Deployment and Key VMware vCenter Server VM Backup

Management Features

By Charley McMaster, DCIG Senior Analyst

Enterprises wanting a single solution to satisfy their combined physical and virtual backup needs often find Symantec NetBackup
and CommVault Simpana on their short lists. Those enterprises most concerned about having access to a range of deployment

options and advanced, integrated VMware vCenter Server management functionality will find that NetBackup continues to deliver
functionality that CommVault Simpana yet lacks.
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DIFFERENTIATORS
e Prioritize server backups

e Mature physical backup appliance
e Virtual appliance option

e Robust integration with
VMware vCenter

e Heightened visibility into
VM backups

Enterprises looking for a single, comprehensive backup
software solution often find Symantec NetBackup and
CommVault Simpana on their short lists of products to
buy for good reason: both are recognized leaders in
enterprise backup that perform physical and virtual back-
ups. It is only when enterprises carefully compare these
two software solutions that their differences become
apparent. Specifically, Symantec Netbackup offers a
number of backup management, alerting and appliance
deployment options that give it specific advantages over
CommVault Simpana. Consider:

® Prioritize server backup. NetBackup can dynami-
cally reprioritize the order in which physical or virtual
backups occur depending on the time since their last
full backup. NetBackup’s server prioritization feature
examines the state of each server’s backup, identifies
what gaps, if any, exist and reprioritizes the order in
which it schedules backups accordingly.

* Proven physical appliance. Backup software
providers continue to make their software avail-
able as a pure software offering though more make
it available as an integrated backup appliance. Both
Commvault and Symantec offer both of these options
for faster deployments and easier integration into their
existing environments. However CommVault is still
new to the appliance backup market only recently
introducing an appliance whereas Symantec has
shipped an appliance for years and is a market leader.
CommVault’s appliance also lacks a cloud backup
option that is present on the NetBackup appliance
plus Symantec has matured its integrated appliance
by building the software and hardware to work closer
together. This provides value long after the installation
with single, unified software and hardware updates
which CommVault’s appliances still lacks.

e Virtual backup appliance. Virtual backup appli-
ances facilitate the fast, easy and economical
deployment of backup software on VMware ESX
hosts in virtualized remote and branch offices that
avoid the re-introduction of hardware appliance.
NetBackup satisfies this growing enterprise require-
ment whereas CommVault Simpana does not yet
offer a virtual backup appliance option.

* Robust integration with VMware vCenter. Both
Symantec and CommVault integrate with VMware
vCenter for various backup software management
functions. Symantec, however, includes a number
of VMware vCenter Server management options not
yet available on CommVault Simpana. NetBackup
can, among its features, restore individual files,
schedule full image backups, and protect individual
Outlook mailboxes from within vCenter as well do
full VM restores to the original ESXi Server.

“Symantec NetBackup continues to set
itself apart with a more mature range of
virtual and physical machine deployment
options as well as offering numerous
backup management features through
VMware vCenter.”

— Charley McMaster, DCIG Senior Analyst

* Heightened visibility into VM backups. Both
Symantec NetBackup and CommVault Simpana
manage and backup virtual machines. However
NetBackup distinguishes itself from CommVault
Simpana in its ability to identify and alert about
which VMs backup significantly more data than
others. Using this feature enterprises can more
easily target VMs whose backup stores are rapidly
growing and adjust their backup schedules
accordingly.

Making an enterprise backup software buying decision
is never easy. However NetBackup continues to set
itself apart with a more mature range of virtual and phys-
ical machine deployment options as well as offering
numerous backup management features through
VMware vCenter. These features provide enterprises
with compelling reasons to choose NetBackup over
Simpana where having access to these features is a
must-have for effectively and efficiently managing their
backup infrastructure. B
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Symantec NetBackup 7.6 Key Competitive Advantages

About Symantec

Symantec Corporation (NASDAQ: SYMC) is an
information protection expert that helps people,
businesses, and governments seeking the freedom
to unlock the opportunities technology brings—

Symantec CommVault

FEATURE NetBackup 7.6 . Simpana 10

VMware Full VM restore to originating ESXi server Q anytime, anywhere. Founded in April 1982,
vCenter Server Symantec, a Fortune 500 company operating one
Management o of the largest global data intelligence networks,
Features vCenter Notification has provided leading security, backup, and
availability solutions for where vital information
is stored, accessed, and shared. The company’s
Dynamic Exclusion

more than 20,000 employees reside in more than
50 countries. Ninety-nine percent of Fortune 500
companies are Symantec customers. In fiscal
2014, it recorded revenue of $6.7 billion. To

learn more go to www.symantec.com.

Full VM restore to different ESXi server

Populate vCenter Ul w/Snapshots
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Host Discovery
Dynamic Inclusion

Scheduling Backup Jobs

Schedule Differential, Full, Incremental
Backups

Detecting new VMs

Physical Appliance

Virtual Appliance

Detect VM with more Data and Alert

Server Backup Prioritization
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Single Archive for Each VM

About DCIG

DCIG empowers the IT industry with actionable analysis that equips individuals within organizations to conduct technology assessments. DCIG delivers
informed, insightful, third party analysis and commentary on IT technology. DCIG independently develops and licenses access to DCIG Buyer’s Guides
and the DCIG Analysis Suite. It also develops sponsored content in the form of blog entries, customer validations, competitive advantage reports,
executive white papers, special reports and white papers. More information is available at www.dcig.com.

m DCIG, LLC // 7511 MADISON STREET // OMAHA NE 68127 // 844.324.4552 dcig.com

©2015 DCIG, LLC. All rights reserved. Other trademarks appearing in this document are the property of their respective owners. The information, product recommendations and opinions made by DCIG, LLC are based upon public information and from
sources that DCIG, LLC believes to be accurate and reliable. However since market conditions change, the information and recommendations are made without warranty of any kind. All product names used and mentioned herein are the trademarks of
their respective owners. DCIG, LLC assumes no responsibility or liability for any damages whatsoever (including incidental, consequential or otherwise) caused by one’s use or reliance of this information or the recommendations presented or for any
inadvertent errors which this document may contain. Any questions please call DCIG, LLC at 844.324.4552. This competitive advanatage repor was commissioned by Symantec

April 2015


http://www.dcig.com
http://www.dcig.com

