
Chicago offers online access to its
police department’s database of
reported crimes (figure 1), allowing
users to look up events by police beat,
school or address. The site returns
tables generated by an automated
mapping system supplied by ESRI.

For its part, Google lets third parties
access its mapping service.
Developers submit locations using the
exposed Google API and it returns a
map (figure 2), which can then be
embedded into a Web page.

Internet developer Adrian Holovaty
created an online program that com-
bines the two data ser-vices into a
new application at ChicagoCrime.org
(figure 3). The new service automati-
cally fetches crime reports from the
city’s site and maps from Google. 

Users can drill down to find more info
on individual crime reports (figure 4).

And in the spirit of SOA-based com-
posite apps, yet another developer
created a widget that can display
Chicago crime data on the Apple
Macintosh desktop (figure 5). 

—Joab Jackson
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