
CIRCUIT

18 MAY 29, 2006 FEDERAL COMPUTER WEEK

P
H

O
T

O
/F

C
W

 P
H

O
T

O

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
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Who makes more? 
Forget what you’ve always heard about feds being so underpaid that
the best and brightest avoid public service. The Cato Institute ana-
lyzed federal and private-sector compensation data and reached a
surprising conclusion: Federal pay is better than private-sector pay. 

Here is the proof, according to Cato.

Sources: Cato Institute and U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
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