The Assignment

Read, view, or Listen to a recent media report of 'research findings' related to the area of human development. Write a brief paper analyzing the reported research.

The Paper

Research on very small premature babies born between 1977 and 1979 was recently published in The New England Journal of Medicine, and a news report was done on NBC nightly news reporting on the findings of the study. NBC news reported that the study focused on a group of 242 preemies, at age 20, who, at birth, weighed less than 3.3 pounds. The control group for the study consisted of 233 children who were born at normal birth weights. Past research has shown that preemies have lower I.Q.’s, and separate research has linked criminality with low I.Q. The research aimed to find if there was a link between those born underweight and criminality. 

The variables measured in the study were: tobacco use, alcohol use, illicit use of drugs, violation of the law (excluding traffic violations), crime convictions (including driving under the influence), incarceration, pregnancy or pregnancy of partner, I.Q., and neurological problems. All preemies were born at the Rainbow Babies and Children’s hospital in Cleveland and have been studied longitudinally since their birth, by a group of specialists. The group of specialists was directed by Dr. Maureen Hack, who is the director of neonatal follow-up at the Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital. 

The information for the study was gathered through questionnaires, administered to both the study participants and their parents. The study participants were also examined neurologically and administered I.Q. tests. 

The study found that preemies had more learning difficulties and neurological problems, but participated in less risky behaviors, such as illegal drug use and alcohol use than the normal birth weight group. The preemies were also found to have fewer pregnancies, convictions of crime, contacts with the police, and less sex. Tobacco use was the only variable that was constant among the control and the research groups. 

As compared with the normal birth weight group, preemies had lower I.Q’s and more neurological problems such as blindness, deafness, and cerebral palsy. While the preemie group did have lower I.Q.’s, approximately half of the preemie group had I.Q.’s that were still in the normal range. Graduating from high school was also less likely for men born preemies than their male counterparts in the control group, but among the women there was only a small difference in the numbers in the control group and the research group who attended four-year colleges. 

The news report hypothesized that the reason for less risky behaviors in those born with very low birth weights may be that these children had more attentive parents due to their delicate condition. The director of the study, Dr. Hack, speculated this hypothesis. This hypothesis is credible, as she was the director of the study, but generally scholarly journals do not include hypotheses, since they are generally grounded in opinion, so this was most likely not a part of he published journal article. 

The news report does not appear to make any inaccurate claims about the research, but it does fail t mention any weakness in the study. The article stated that participants were asked through questionnaire about past history. This raised questions to the possibility that participants wanted to answer the questions in a socially appropriate manner, and so participants may have falsified their answers to makes them appear more pleasing. 

Overall, this study had surprising results, dispelling any strong correlation between those born underweight and criminality. One such reason for this may be more attentive parenting. The research found the preemies in the study were not far behind normal people in terms of cognitive functioning 
Rater: _______________________                      Assignment: Preemies
	Assessment of Critical Thinking
	Score


	1. 
	Identifies, summarizes (and reformulates) the problem, question, or issue.  
	

	2. 
	Identifies and considers the influence of context and assumptions.
	

	3. 
	Develops, and communicates OWN perspective, hypothesis or position.
	

	4. 
	Presents, assesses, and analyzes appropriate supporting data/evidence. 
	

	5. 
	Integrates issue using OTHER (disciplinary) perspectives and positions.
	

	6. 
	Identifies and assesses conclusions, implications, and consequences.
	

	7. 
	Communicates effectively.  
	

	TOTAL
	

	AVERAGE 
	

	Notes
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	Emerging
	Developing
	Mastering


